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In discussing the surgical treatment of the patent ductus arteriosus, I should like to say that however anxious one may be about the operation, in Edinburgh there are at least two points about which we need have no worry?the diagnosis and the condition of the patient.
We are always sure of the first and the patient is at the peak of his condition when he gets to the surgical wards, thanks to Dr Gilchrist.
Indeed, as I said at a meeting of the thoracic surgeons at Liverpool the other day, " we are simply called in as plumbers to mend a leak.
May I mention one other point about that meeting, and that is that through the pioneer work of Dr Gilchrist it was very interesting to hear that the English surgeons referred to the " Gibson murmur rather than call it by one of the many other names given to it.
The area of operation is exposed by the route suggested by Touroff and Grosse, i.e. anterior exposure through the second intercostal space, though often the postero-lateral approach is used, since it is said by some workers that a better control of the vessels is got and, 
